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QUEENSLAND 
Early in the year attention was directed to the federal elections called by Prime Minister Fraser for 5 
March. Prior to the election, however, the state branch of the ALP was stunned by the resignation of 
Mr Bill Hayden (MP for Oxley) from the leadership of the federal parliamentary Labor party. By his 
action Queensland was deprived of its very real chance of providing the next prime minister of Australia. 
The election results, the subsequent change of government and the national economic summit meeting 
convened by the incoming Hawke Labor government turned the attention of Queenslanders momentarily 
from parochial to national politics. All these events, however, took place against a background of severe 
drought, exacerbated by the failure of the summer 'wet' season. Subsequently, in April-May the state 
suffered from widespread flooding. The flood rains were of such intensity that state cabinet was forced, 
in early May, to declare a state of disaster over all areas of Queensland. Weeks later, flood waters were 
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still isolating towns and properties in the far west and food and fodder drops were continuing to be made 
by state emergency service helicopters and the RAAF. Damage to crops and stock losses of sheep and 
cattle were estimated by the minister for primary industries, Mr Michael Ahern, to exceed $440 million. 
The Federal Election 
Labor did well in Queensland in the March federal election. It won five additional House of 
Representatives seats, Petrie, Bowman, Fadden and Herbert from the Liberal party, and the far northern 
electorate of Leichhardt from the Nationals. Its percentage of the first preference vote rose by 3.4 per 
cent to 46.1. The Nationals also increased their share by 1.9 per cent to 23.7, while the Liberal vote 
dropped by 2.9 per cent to 24.4. In the Senate, the National party outpolled the Liberals by 29.1 to 15.1 
per cent and claimed three senators to the latter's two. Labor, on 39.6 per cent, took four Senate 
positions, while the Australian Democrats' Michael Macklin held off ex-Senator Neville Bonner's challenge 
to win the tenth position and remain in the Senate. Although the state branch lobbied hard for an 
increase, Queensland was given only one representative in the new federal cabinet, Mr Bill Hayden, as 
minister for foreign affairs. 
Federal-State Relations 
The advent to power in Canberra of the Hawke Labor government attracted a muted and cautious 
response from the Queensland government. The premier, who was in Singapore on election day, warned 
of the dire consequences for Australia from a 'socialist' government and intially refused to attend the 
proposed national economic summit meeting. In his absence, however, his cabinet adopted a more 
conciliatory approach and urged his attendance to protect Queensland's interest. In the event, Mr Bjelke-
Petersen accepted his invitation, arguing that in the absence of the Leader of the federal Opposition, Mr 
Andrew Peacock, 'I guess I'll have to go—because otherwise there is nobody to see and hear what they're 
up to'.' He also agreed to accept membership on a seven-person steering committee at the economic 
summit, though with his constant public references to the forthcoming national meeting as a torroboree 
where we will have some fun for sure',' it appeared that he saw it as a platform from which he could 
attack federal government policies, rather than as a forum for achievement of consensus on national 
economic problems. Perhaps to his surprise, consensus was reached, though on very broad terms, and it 
was left to the Queensland premier and his treasurer, Dr Edwards, to alone fail to endorse the summit 
meeting's final communique. Meanwhile Mr Bjelke-Petersen made common cause with the Tasmanian 
Liberal premier, Mr Robin Gray, in the latter's High Court battle with the federal government over the 
Gordon-below-Franklin dam. The Queensland government sought leave before the Court to support 
Tasmania's case against the federal government's regulations prohibiting work on the dam. 
Of interest to Queenslanders, though given little or no publicity in the state, were the statistics on 
comparative state finances released in early March by the Australian Bureau of Statistics. Queensland 
was shown to have the highest budget deficit of all the states in both absolute and relative terms. On a per 
capita basis it was $460 compared to the next highest figures, that of Victoria at $146. The increase in the 
states' budget deficits over the period 1975-76 to 1982-83 was 495 per cent for Queensland, as against 162 
per cent for all six states and the Northern Territory. It was noted also that Queensland rated second 
highest after Victoria in the rate of increase in its budget taxes, which ran counter to the picture of 
Queensland constantly portrayed by its government of being the state with the lowest taxes in Australia. 
The federal and Queensland governments clashed again over the federal treasurer's refusal to authorize 
a 25 per cent investment in the Jackson oil pipeline in Queensland by the South Korean company, ICC 
Construction. Mr Keating believed such an investment would be inconsistent with the government's 
foreign investment policy and that Australian partners could be found easily to replace the South 
Koreans. Mr Bjelke-Petersen saw the decision as placing in jeopardy delicate reciprocal trade negotiations 
which had been proceeding between Queensland and South Korea. The premier also claimed 
responsibility for the deferral by the commonwealth government of its plan to hold a referendum on 20 
August on the question of fixed-term, three-year parliaments. It is more likely, however, that it was 
postponed at the behest of Labor party officials and parliamentarians from Queensland concerned that a 
referendum at that time might seriously impede the party's chances of success at the state poll towards the 
end of the year. 
Constitutional Convention 
The federal government's desire to achieve a degree of consensus at the constitutional convention in 
Adelaide in April was thwarted, largely by the efforts of the Queensland and Tasmanian governments. 
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Both saw fit to depart from the customary procedure pertaining to membership, in which each state sent a 
delegation composed of equal numbers of representatives from the major political parties. For his part, 
Mr Bjelke-Petersen determined that nine of the Queensland delegation should come from his 
government's side, leaving only three places to be filled by the Labor opposition. The parliamentary 
Labor party, in turn, boycotted the convention in protest at what it saw as blatant 'rigging' of the 
numbers. Even Prime Minister Hawke's call to it to reverse its decision went unheeded. Perpetuation of 
the 'stacking' of future conventions seems assured as the convention itself, in one of its final acts, voted 
49-35 against the principle of equal representation. 
Prior to the Adelaide meeting, the government set up, under the leadership of the attorney-general, Mr 
Sam Doumany, a legal team drawn mainly from the parliamentary Liberal party. The group's brief was to 
marshal sufficient forces from within the other states, 'to defeat anti-federation moves',' and to prepare 
opposing arguments to the majority of initiatives presented at the convention by the commonwealth 
government. All in all, with, in most instances, the Queensland delegation showing the way, the majority 
of the commonwealth's proposals for constitutional change was defeated at the Adelaide convention. 
The Coalition 
The 40-person state executive of the Liberal party attracted to itself severe public criticism from 
National party ministers and a number of its own party members by its decision to drop its long-serving 
senator, Neville Bonner, from first position on its senate ticket for the March federal poll. The well-
known Aboriginal senator refused to accept his demotion to the unwinnable third slot and opted to run as 
an Independent. He attracted a vote of 6.7 per cent, insufficient to win a place for himself, but more than 
enough to ensure that his former party returned only two senators, the second of whom, Senator David 
McGibbon, only just scrambled home on the final count. In a further move of exceeding political 
ineptitude, the party organization endorsed the chairman of the Maroochy Shire Council, Mr Don 
Culley, to contest the Landsborough seat at the state election. This is the electorate of the National party's 
minister for primary industries, Mr Michael Ahern, who has held it since 1968 by an absolute majority, 
against all corners. Neither Ahern nor his party was amused by this action. 
Worse was to follow for the troubled Liberals, with the March Morgan Gallup poll showing the party 
at its lowest ebb to date, with electoral support of only 17 per cent. Rumours circulated of a challenge to 
Dr Edwards's leadership from within his parliamentary party. The rumblings from the Liberal backbench 
reached the ears of the premier, who publicly backed his deputy as 'the right man for the job'.° It was little 
wonder that the Courier-Mail, editorializing on the Liberal party at that time spoke of its unerring desire 
to commit political hara-kiri. In an attempt to halt its electoral slide, the party announced that it would 
spend $25,000 on management consultant's fees. The National party, however, concerned that its own 
return to government at the election could be jeopardized by its ailing partner, moved, at Mr Ahern's 
suggestion, to set up a coalition cooperation committee to minimize coalition friction and to seek positive 
ways in which it could assist the Liberal party. While the May Morgan Gallup poll results showing a 2 per 
cent rise in its electoral support to 19 per cent may have cheered party officials, they must have provided 
cold comfort for party leader, Dr Edwards, whose approval rating dropped a further percentage point to 
a low 39 per cent. 
At the party's annual convention in June, the Liberals supported a number of resolutions which ran 
counter to stated National party and government policies. One was to oppose the building of a bridge to 
Stradbroke Island. Another instance was Dr Edwards's scathing criticism of proposals for a state bank, 
dear to the hearts of both the premier and the Leader of the Opposition, Mr Wright, but which the 
treasurer claimed to be a 'political dream'. Convention also toughened up the party's electoral 
redistribution policy, lowering the previously accepted electoral tolerance of 20 per cent to ten and 
reaffirming support for one zone only for the state of Queensland. Dr Edwards, for his part, gave his 
party a fighting speech, blaming in-fighting, self-criticsm and 'the propagation of trendy policies under 
the banner of small "1" liberalism — basic, stupid policies with little or no electoral appeal to the average 
Australian' for the Liberal party's failing electoral support.' Towards the end of the period under review, 
however, the party's state director, Mr Gary Neat, felt himself able to state that relations between the 
coalition partners 'were probably at their best ever'.' 
ALP 
Officials and members of the state branch clearly were shocked at Mr Hayden's decision, on the eve of 
the federal election campaign, to vacate the national parliamentary leadership of the party in favour of 
Mr Bob Hawke. The snap federal poll, however, was welcomed, presenting the branch with its first real 
opportunity to test the extent of Labor's electoral support since the rehabilitation of the branch 
organization, begun several years ago. 
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At the local level the party was seriously alarmed by some of the government's proposed amendments 
to the Industrial Conciliation and Arbitration Act. The Act had been under review for the previous 18 
months and the changes envisaged, which were soon to go before Parliament, contained one particularly 
controversial section. This had to do with donations for political purposes made by trade unions or 
employers' associations. The new provisions would require any such organization wishing to give money 
for political purposes to set up a special political objectives fund. Written authority from each individual 
member would need to be obtained before any portion of members' fees could be directed to the fund. In 
the face of such proposals to cut off much of the ALP's finances drawn from trade union sources, Labor 
leaders called for the public funding of all future election campaigns. 
Early in the new year, the parliamentary Labor party scrapped its system of shadow ministries and 
reverted to the committee-system arrangement which had operated prior to 1972. Each committee 
consists of up to six caucus members and each member will serve on at least two committees. The eight 
committees and their chairmen are: economic strategy (Wright), development and employment 
(Warburton), justice and law reform (Gibbs), local government (Shaw), rural (Casey), family welfare 
(Mackenroth), transportation and public facilities (Yewdale) and environment, tourism and leisure 
(Burns). 
The lack of complete harmony within the party organization was brought to public notice in a number 
of ways. The first was the proposed sale of Labor's radio station 4KQ to a Brisbane consortium for $6 
million. Agreed to unanimously by the station's board and narrowly endorsed by the state council, the 
sale was not acceptable to some party members from the Old Guard and Socialist Left factions who 
lobbied hard against it. The sale fell through, caused in part, it was suggested, by the prospective 
purchaser's concern that certain unions would try to prevent Australian Broadcasting Tribunal approval 
of the change of ownership. Investment of the proceeds of the sale would have ensured the financial 
stability and security of the state branch for years to come, and placed it on an equal footing with the 
Nationals who have the use for electoral campaigns of income from Bjelke-Petersen Fund investments. 
The media also reported the emergence of a new and potentially powerful faction within the party 
organization, to be known as the Centre Majority faction. It appeared to be an amalgamation of those of 
the centre left who had supported federal intervention in 1980 with officials of the Australian Workers' 
Union and other unions linked to the AWU. Its purpose was said to be to widen the power base of the 
present controlling faction (centre left) and to act as a counterweight to the growing influence within the 
organization of the Socialist Left. 
After a lapse of ten years, Labor reformed its branches in Kingaroy and Nanango, in the premiers 
electorate of Barambah, and the ALP president, Dr D.J. Murphy, led a march down Kingaroy's main 
street on Labor Day. The party also began gearing up for the coming state election, with the staggered 
release of policy statements on a variety of subjects. The early pronouncements by Labor's parliamentary 
leader, Mr Keith Wright, included plans for parliamentary, administrative and electoral reform. 
However, the premier was able to make some political capital out of Labor's policy of decriminalization 
of marijuana, mainly through ineptness by Wright in public presentation of the policy. 
Attempts by supporters of Sir John Egerton from the Southport and Surfers Paradise branches to have 
him reinstated to party membership were blocked by a unanimous decision of the party's administrative 
committee to reject his application to rejoin the party. A former president of the state branch and of the 
Trades and Labor Council, now deputy mayor of the Gold Coast, Sir John was refused a new 
membership ticket seven years ago after accepting a knighthood. The committee's refusal of his 
application for readmission on the grounds of 'his continuous open criticism of the ALP, our policies and 
the trade union movement" indicated that he remains 'persona non grata' with most elements of the 
party. 
The death occurred in Brisbane on 28 January at the age of 92 of Mr Francis Michael (Frank) Forde, 
who served as Labor prime minister of Australia from 6-13 July 1945, between the death of John Curtin 
and the election of J.B. Chifley. He began his parliamentary career at the state level, as MLA for 
Rockhampton, 1917-22, then held the federal seat of Capricornia from 1922-46, reverting to the state 
arena between 1955-57 as the member for Flinders. His service to his party and in federal Labor 
governments included the deputy leadership (1932-46), minister for trade and customs (1931-32), for the 
army (1941-46) and for defence 1946. He was deputy prime minister of Australia, 1941-45 and 1945-46. 
Parliament 
For the first three-day session of Parliament in 1983, media reports were unanimous in claiming that, 
contrary to usual practice, the honours had gone to the Opposition and its leader, Mr Keith Wright. The 
premier's use of an urgency debate, ostensibly to discuss the wages pause, but in reality as a basis for 
launching his customary attack on the federal Labor party, militant unions, communists et al misfired 
badly. While Mr Bjelke-Petersen's performance was assessed as probably the most lacklustre of his 
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parliamentary career, Mr Wright's response was described as a 'slashing harangue', clearly demolishing all 
the premier's arguments and surprising both Labor's supporters and opponents alike. 
Some days later, the government received a further warning that its absolute control of Parliament 
could be slipping. It was defeated on a number of amendments to standing orders and also on its 
opposition to the motion that the standing orders committee report to the next sitting of Parliament on 
proposals placed before it for the establishment of a public accounts committee and other committees of 
review and accountability. The coup, if such it can be called, was master-minded by four Liberal 
backbenchers, Messrs Prentice, Scassola, Innes and Gygar, who had the support of the Opposition for 
the proposed changes. All of the Liberal ministers were detained unavoidably elsewhere and were not 
present in the House for the vote. It should be noted that the Liberal parliamentary leader, Dr Edwards, 
in denying media reports that the government had been defeated in this way, reiterated that the vote was a 
parliamentary matter and not one on party lines. This first major revision of parliamentary procedures in 
more than 30 years allows a backbencher, if supported by five other members, to bring on a debate; 
under certain circumstances gives to the Leader of the Opposition or his nominee the right of reply to 
ministerial statements; provides the option of tabling instead of reading questions on notice (though an 
amendment to provide the same option for answers to these questions was defeated) and permits the 
Speaker to cut short a long-winded answer from a minister during question time. 
Parliament rose for the winter recess on 31 March after sitting for 11 days. It was not scheduled to 
resume until 2 August. Legislation was rammed through the Assembly over the complaints of many 
backbenchers, and on several occasions the House sat until the early hours of the morning. While the 
government refuted the claim that the session was being brought to an early close to deny the Opposition 
a forum in an election year, sceptics believed that government members were being hastened on their way 
to their electorates as a result of the March Morgan Gallup poll which showed Labor electoral support to 
have risen to within one per cent of that of the combined government parties. 
The Government 
Early in the new year, a number of National party backbenchers moved to have their parliamentary 
party revert to the system of ministerial selection in force until 1960 — that of election by the 
parliamentary party, with allocation of portfolios the only prerogative of the leader. Their proposal 
found no favour with the premier or the party's president, Sir Robert Sparkes, and was dropped quietly. 
During the period under review the premier, with the support of his minister for commerce and 
industry, Mr Gunn, sought to persuade cabinet to provide a $6 million loan guarantee for a mysterious 
Paraguayan businessman, Dr Shrian Oskar, to establish an oilseed crushing plant in central Queensland. 
Initially cabinet did agree to extend to Dr Oskar the financial support he sought, but opposition soon 
began to mount. It came not only from the Queensland Graingrowers Association and the Cotton 
Marketing Board but was expressed strongly by Dr Edwards, the treasurer, and also by the minister for 
primary industries, Mr Ahern, among others. As investigations brought to light many perplexing details 
about Dr Oskar's background and financial standing, Queenslanders could be forgiven for believing that 
they were watching a re-run of the Milan Brych affair of several years ago. The premier, as on that 
occasion, has continued to promote Dr Oskar's cause. At time of writing, cabinet has agreed to reconsider 
a loan guarantee after Dr Oskar builds and operates for three months his proposed oil seed plant at Port 
Alma. 
A serious split developed within the dairy industry over milk producers' access to the lucrative fresh 
milk market. It was claimed by some sections that a small number of dairy farmers had effective control 
of the industry and were making huge profits, in some instances as a result of questionable deals involving 
the purchase of additional milk quotas. The conflict, involving many of the government's traditional 
supporters, caused the primary industries' minister, Mr Ahern, to announce a review of the milk industry, 
aimed at a more equitable distribution of milk quotas among large and small producers. He admitted, 
however, that Queensland milk would remain the most expensive in Australia. After a four cents price 
rise in April, a litre carton of milk cost 76 cents in Brisbane, eight cents higher than the next dearest in 
Perth. 
There were further troubles in store for the government on the primary industries front with the 
revelation that all was not well with the Peanut Marketing Board. The auditor-general was asked to make 
an urgent investigation of the board's activities. Two of its key officials, the chairman and the general 
manager, were forced to resign while the board's executive secretary was dismissed. The auditor-general's 
report was severely critical of the board's recent operations and the astronomical amounts spent on 
overseas travel by board members and the general manager. As a result, the board resigned and cabinet 
had to approve a $6 million loan to bail out the industry. At the same time another industry badly 
affected by drought and floods had to be rescued. Substantial loan guarantees were made to the 
Queensland Grain Sorghum Marketing Board to enable it to meet its commitments to growers. Carry-on 
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loans were approved also for sugar producers stricken by drought and the subsequent flooding. As part 
of a tightening-up process, legislation was prepared for the next parliamentary session under which the 19 
authorities controlled by the department of primary industries would be required to provide annual 
accounts for audit by the auditor-general's department. As well, a board in the future could be dismissed 
on the petition of 50 per cent of its growers and an administrator appointed until fresh elections could be 
held. The minister for primary industries, Mr Ahern, also convened a meeting between his federal 
counterpart, Mr Kerin, and rural industry leaders from throughout Queensland. Its aim was to secure 
additional financial ,aid from the commonwealth government for many of the state's ailing rural 
industries as well as for soil conservation, as erosion losses from the flood rains had been the worst in 
Queensland's history. The government also ordered an investigation into the operating costs and 
personnel of the 943 existing statutory authorities, though a Liberal backbencher, Mr Guelph Scassola, 
argued that such an inquiry should more properly be conducted by a parliamentary committee. Strict new 
administrative guidelines laid down for these 'quangos' will make them subject to the conditions of the 
Financial Administration and Audit Act while there will be no future overseas trips by authority 
employees or board members without the agreement of cabinet. 
At the beginning of May cabinet approved, in principle, for electricity charges to be raised by up to 20 
per cent in Brisbane and South-east Queensland from 2 July. This was considerably more than the most 
recent consumer price index rise of 11.2 per cent. Heavy pressure was brought to bear, particularly by the 
Liberal backbench, to have the increased deferred. After a further review, the tariff rise was set finally at 
11.4 per cent, with lesser increases outside the south-east corner of the state. The allocation of the 
Stanwell power station contracts, worth in the order of $331 million to those companies fortunate to win 
them, raised a political storm. The media published leaked information that indicated the Queensland 
Electricity Generating Board had advised the government to accept the Japanese Itoh/Hitachi tender and 
that Clyde/Riley/Dodds, one of the Australian companies tendering, had informed cabinet 
confidentially that the financial future of the company and the jobs of thousands of Australians were at 
risk of it did not win the contract for Stanwell's boilers and generators. Cabinet chose the Japanese 
tender, a decision strongly criticized by the press on the grounds of the need to support local companies 
and the everpressing necessity to conserve and create jobs. The Leader of the Opposition, Mr Wright, then 
took up the running, demanding an inquiry into the way the decision on the contracts had been made, and 
claiming that public servants had done a deal with the winning company. The premier instructed criminal 
investigation bureau detectives to interview Mr Wright about his allegations that an electricity industry 
official had been compromised over the award of the contract. Mr Wright refused to talk to the police or 
to take up the attorney-general's offer to place his information before Crown law officers. In the senate, 
Labor Senator Mal Colston alleged that Itoh/Hitachi had offered the state governmnent a discounted 
price in secret negotiations, and he too called for a full public inquiry. Trades and Labor Council unions 
sought talks with federal ministers to prevent the importation of the boilers and generators and threatened 
a ban on construction of the Stanwell power house. Late in June, Mr Wright placed his evidence before 
the auditor-general, Mr Craven. The latter felt himself unable, within his legal powers, to deal specifically 
with Mr Wright's allegation of an industry official 'being on the take' but began a limited investigation. 
Frustrating delays continued to impede progress towards construction of Queensland's two casinos, in 
Townsville and on the Gold Coast. Legislation covering the franchise arrangements did not come before 
Parliament in February as anticipated, as Foreign Investment Review Board clearance of all the overseas 
investors in the projects had not come through. Then, in March, on the eve of signing the final 
agreement, the major partner in both ventures, the Malaysian company, Genting Berhad (through its 
Australian subsidiary, World Resorts), withdrew. It was believed that the company had had second 
thoughts about the financial viability of the casinos, and had found itself unable to accept the strict 
controls demanded by the government over their operations. While admitting that the stringency of the 
government's conditions may have contributed to World Resorts' withdrawal, the treasurer, Dr Edwards, 
reaffirmed that the government must have absolute power to oversee the operations of the casinos. 
Legislation establishing the franchise agreement for the Gold Coast casino was rushed through 
parliament on the evening of 23 March. This allowed the interim licensee, the Jennings consortium, to 
begin work on the project, while looking for another partner. The Act gave the government the power to 
order anyone judged 'not to be a suitable person' to sell any casino holdings and provided that the 
government's decision would be final and absolute, not open to appeal or review in any court on any 
account.° By mid-year, it was thought that, subject to obtaining all the necessary clearances, the Hilton 
Hotels Corporation would receive permission to become the new partner in the Gold Coast casino. The 
franchise agreement for the Townsville project had not yet come before parliament. It seemed that 
Federal Hotels, who already operate four casinos in Australia, would be asked to take over management 
of the Townsville complex. 
In June Queensland was awarded the right to stage a world trade fair, Expo 88, in Brisbane between 
March and October 1988 as part of Australia's bicentenary celebrations. The project would involve, 
among other things, establishment of a land authority to negotiate the required acquisitions of privately 
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held land on the south bank of the river, as part of a forty hectare site overall. While there was general 
agreement with the premier's belief that 'it will make Queensland an economic and tourism focus with 
immediate and considerable benefits flowing into the future', 9 some concern was expressed for its effects 
on the local residents of South Brisbane. 
The premier warmly welcomed and entertained the premier of China, Zhao Ziyang, on his state visit to 
Queensland in April, emphasizing the need to expand trade between the two countries, and his own great 
desire to visit China. The government revived the 'Joh show' of some years back, by commencing a series 
of weekly television documentaries, under the Enterprise Queensland banner, to get the government's 
policies over to the people. Estimated cost of putting each weekly program to air was $12,000. It also 
continued its drive to attract more investment to Queensland with the premier heading another trade 
mission to Hongkong, Japan, South Korea and Singapore. In response to an announced rise of 60 per 
cent in compulsory third party insurance premiums, the government proposed placing a ceiling of 
$300,000 on third party compensation claims. Adverse community reaction on behalf of the seriously 
disabled and in support of the individual's common law right to seek compensation caused the 
government to drop the proposal. 
Social Welfare 
The closure, for lack of funds, of Women's House in South Brisbane, a refuge for battered and 
homeless women and a rape crisis centre, caused a storm of protest to break over the head of the minister 
for welfare services, Mr Terry White. Since 1981-82 when the federal government stopped earmarked 
grants for women's refuges and included them instead in each state's general grant, the Queensland 
government, unlike those of other states, has required that the refuges find for themselves 12.5 per cent of 
their budgets. The philosophy behind this decision is that in forcing the refuge organizations into 
fundraising, community involvement in social problems is enhanced. Women's House collective argued 
that social services were a public right and that fundraising actually alienated the community from the 
work of the refuges. The closure of Women's House was publicized widely through a well orchestrated 
media campaign which placed the minister very much on the defensive. Ultimately the collective was 
obliged to accept Mr White's offer of an advance from its grant for next year to reopen Women's House, 
but clearly the problem of funding for such shelters was no closer to resolution than before. This period 
also saw the closure of the Lowson House psychiatric unit at Royal Brisbane hospital following a dispute 
among professional staff at the unit. The unit was relocated at the old Rosemount Hospital which the 
state government acquired from the commonwealth in 1982. 
The state government vigorously opposed the federal government's medicare scheme, arguing, through 
its health minister, Mr Brian Austin, that it would make it impossible for the state to maintain the free 
public sector of its own system at present levels of service. In time it would mean the end of Queensland's 
free hospitals system. This was denied strongly by the federal health minister, Dr Blewett, who promised 
additional resources from Medicare to maintain Queensland's unique system. Inconclusive talks 
continued between the two ministers and their department officials. By mid-June, the state government 
had refused publicly to commit itself to implement the Medicare health scheme when it came into 
operation on 1 February 1984, and threatened to take the matter to the High Court. Dr Blewett responded 
with a pledge that all of the Medicare levy raised in Queensland would be returned to the state, while it 
appeared that an additional allocation would be made to Queensland under tax-sharing agreements after 
the next premiers' conference. 
Police 
The Russell Island fraud conspiracy trial which lasted 20 months and cost an estimated $1.5 million 
ended without a verdict on 9 March. On that date, the presiding judge, Judge Miller, discharged the jury 
after a juror became ill and adjourned the case to the April court sittings. The attorney-general, Mr 
Doumany interceded, however, to drop the prosecution and the proceedings in the District Court were 
terminated. The case had to do with land sales on Russell Island, in Moreton Bay. It was alleged that 
some of the land sold was, and still is, under water and yet titles were granted and registered. The 
Opposition first brought the matter to light more than ten years ago and had followed it closely ever 
since. It was outraged at Mr Doumany's decision and demanded the recall of Parliament and the 
establishment of a judicial inquiry, but to no avail. 
The new police minister, Mr Glasson, received early warning that it does not pay to cross swords with 
the powerful police union. As a consequence of the minister's statement that he wanted to stamp out 
gambling and prostitution because they led to public suspicion of police bribery, the union refused to 
liaise or deal with Mr Glasson in any way. The union executive stated it would deal only with Mr Bjelke-
Petersen and believed that Mr Glasson should not be allowed to make any independent decision or 
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statement about the police force 'until he is capable of handling the police portfolio fully by himself."° As 
is customary, the premier came to the defence of his force, accusing Mr Glasson of indiscretion. The 
latter, however, found an ally in cabinet in the treasurer, Dr Edwards. He roundly condemned the police 
union for continually by-passing their minister and going to the premier. He also rebutted the union's 
demands for more manpower, pointing out that, in 1982, the police department's budget had been 
increased by 21 per cent and that for the last seven years it had had the highest budget increases of any 
government department. 
Mr Glasson went on to show that he was not to be silenced when it came to expressing his honest 
opinion. He clashed again with the premier over Queensland's support for a National Crimes 
Commission, which Mr Bjelke-Petersen opposed, and repeated his assertion that one would be naive to 
believe that there was no corruption in the Queensland police force. The annual report of the police 
complaints tribunal noted the substantial number of complaints received which dealt with allegations of 
assault by police. 
Local government 
The troubled Liberal opposition in the Brisbane City Council once more underwent a leadership 
change. The successor to Alderman Olsen, who chose to stand down, from the position, was Alderman 
Sallyanne Atkinson (Indooroopilly), with Alderman Denver Beanland (Auchenflower) taking out the 
deputy's position. A proposal by the minister for local government, Mr Hinze, to legislate to have all 
mayors and chairmen of local authorities elected by popular vote foundered temporarily on opposition 
from within the jont government parties meeting, but it is believed that it will go to the next session of 
Parliament with cabinet approval. At last, the long awaited enquiry into all aspects of aldermanic 
superannuation got under way, with the council's appointment of a three-man committee, headed by the 
former auditor-general and under-secretary to the treasury, Sir Allan Sewell. 
The Lord Mayor, Alderman Harvey's drive to have Brisbane accepted as the venue for the 1987 World 
Student Games and his push to complete the new but expensive, Boondall sports complex for that 
purpose met with a less than enthusiastic response from Brisbane rate-payers. The 1982 commonwealth 
games had cost the council almost $24 million, while the annual maintenance costs of the Sleeman sports 
complex, built for those games, showed a shortfall over revenue of one million dollars. The city's annual 
budget also was not well received, with rates and other charges increased by an average 10 per cent. 
The near-metropolitan local authority, Logan City, staggered from crisis to crisis. On 5 April, the 
mayor, Alderman Glen Shailer, lost a vote of confidence from his council, 4-6. He refused to stand down 
and the local government minister, Mr Hinze, refused to remove him. After a number of council meetings 
lapsed through the non-attendance of one side or the other in the conflict, six councillors, led by Labor 
Alderman Bill Kohlmann took control of the council but this did little to improve the situation. Under the 
threat by Mr Hinze of dissolution of the council and the appointment of an administrator, the Labor 
aldermen and the 'Independents', led by ex-National party member, Shailer, finally agreed to work as a 
team 'in the interest of the ratepayers and not of any political party'." Doubt remained, however, as to 
whether the present council would survive until the next local government elections. Though Mr Hinze 
confirmed in January that the government would not move to investigate the amalgamation of the three 
Sunshine Coast shires, Noosa, Maroochy and Landsborough into one city council, Maroochy council 
continued to feel itself under threat, the more so after its chairman, Alderman Don Culley, won Liberal 
party endorsement to contest the seat of Landsborough against the National party's sitting member, Mr 
Michael Ahern. Mr Ahern's push for a Sunshine Coast water authority to take over regional planning of 
the area's water resources was seen as the thin end of the wedge by the three local shires. 
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